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In a notice on p. 622 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied, as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 616—621. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Pioneer Mail” (Allahabad) of 2nd ult. says that the progress 

Kalka-Simla in the construction of the Kalka-Simla Railway 

Railwa: is of considerable interest to many, and the 

“ present position of affairs may well be presented. 

The final reconnaissance of last year showed that a good alignment 
A 
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could be obtained, working to only 60 miles, with fairly easy 
curves and not excessively steep gradients. The preliminary 
estimate of cost was Rs. 86,66,500 for a line on the two-feet gauge, 
and this has been sanctioned by the Government of India. Detailed 
surveys following the route generally selected in 1899 have been 
made up to the 40th mile from Kalka, and those from that point 
to Jutogh are being proceeded with. Thesé should be finished 
during the course of the present month, and then the 
surveys into Simla itself will follow, and the whole should 
be completed before February next. The route from J utogh will 
run to the north; below Viceregal Lodge, and the line will 
pass through a tunnel between Bentinck Hill and Summer 
Hill. It will then turn eastward and will be carried along the 
hillside right until a point near Gorton Castle is reached. There 
another tunnel will be required: this will be under the Mall, and 
the cart-road and the terminal station will be on the site of the 
present tonga terminus. As regards the work actually done, 
sanction for construction was received last April; the line has 
since been located as far as Solon. Earthwork on several miles in 
forest lands has been advanced, and similar work will be begun in 
all cultivated areas now that the crops have been cleared off the 
land. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Enquiri Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
relating may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries——A Scotch manufacturer of woollen yarns, 
chiefly for the tweed trade, is prepared to appoint suitable Canadian 
resident agent should there exist an opening for his goods. 

A company desires information as to the possibilities of doing 
business in Canada in glues and gelatines, and invites communica- 
tions from importers of these articles. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm would be pleased to hear 
from United Kingdom importers of flour, wood products, and 
minerals such as copper, iron, galena, graphite, mica and asbestos. 

An important Canadian wood-w rorking company asks to be 

placed in communication with British importers of broom handles 
mouldings. 

Other Colonial Enquiries——A South African firm is prepared to 
arrange with a Canadian house of good position to act as its 
purchasing agents for timber and other goods in which it is 
interested. 


. 
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RUSSIA. 
The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports to the Foreign 
Rail Office that, according to the St. Petersburg 
“Commercial jand Industrial Gazette” of 4th 
A October last, the Sestrorets Railway Adminis- 


tration has decided to introduce a series of improvements on its 
line. Among other improvements it is decided to introduce 
the new Westinghouse brake, to lay double lines along portions of 
the line, and to order new locomotives and carriages. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Articles for the *'ting that tenders are invited by the 
Christiania Fire Christiania Fire and Engineer Brigade, to be 
Bri received not later than the 20th inst., for the 
rigade. supply of iron, iron plates angles, hoop iron, 
steel plates, coal boxes, and brushes for sweeping machines, from 
the warehouse in Christiania, to be delivered from time to time as 
required during the first half of 1901. 
As soon as particulars have been received, a further notice will 


be issued. 
SPAIN. 
The “Madrid Gazette” of 7th inst. contains a Royal Order 
Works at authorising the works of enlargement of the 


ordnance factory at the Carraca Arsenal to be 
Carraca Arsenal. out by private treaty. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 8th inst. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders for the supply of a floatin 
on the suction principle for the Port of 
Suction Dredger Santander. The specification and conditions 
* may be seen at the Corporation Offices in 
Santander. The upset price for the dredger is 850,000 pesetas, or | 
about £25,400. Tenders, which, together with all the documents 
attached to them, must be in Spanish and only contain metric 
measurements, may be presented up to noon on the 11th March 
next. A provisional deposit of 2,000 pesetas, or about £60, is 
required, and a receipt for the same must accompany any tender. 
The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the article on pp. 405-7 of the “ Board of Trade 
Public Works in Journal” of 22nd ult., the ‘“ Revue d’Orient ” 
H (Buda-Pest) of 1st inst. publishes the following 
see information regarding further projected public 
works in Hungary :— 


The Hungarian Minister of Finance on the 21st November last 
brought forward a Bill in the Chamber of Deputies asking for 
credit for 31,340,000 crowns (1,306,000/.) for the construction of 
public works as follows :— 


1. To enlarge the State foundry at Vajda-Hunyad, and so to 
improve the machinery and tools as to be in a better position to 
utilise the hydraulic power in the neighbourhood of the Zolyom- 
Brez6 works, 3,250,000 crowns. 


2. To construct the new offices of the Ministry of Finance at 
Buda-Pest, and for the furnishing of same, 4,000,000 crowns. 


3. To construct a bridge over the Tisza between Szentes and 
Csongréd on the national road from Alféld, 2,620,000 crowns. 
This bridge must be finished in 1902. 


4. To lengthen the mole in the docks of the port of Fiume, 
1,700,000 crowns. 


5. To construct new provincial offices for postal telegraph and 
telephone purposes, 2,000,000 crowns. 


6. To construct 600 new elementary schools, 252 schoolmasters’ 
dwellings, and nearly 700 smaller buildings, 5,000,000 crowns. 


7. To construct new court-houses in the provinces, 4,000,000 
crowns. 


8. To construct a special building for the agricultural museum, 
2,400,000 crowns. 


9. To construct and manage an establishment for incurable 
imbecile children at the “ Lip6tmezé” asylum, 120,000 crowns. 


10. And, finally, for various State railways, 6,200,000 crowns, 
of which 3,000,000 are for workshops, 1,050,000 for doubling the. 
line and for sidings, 1,950,000 for enlarging certain stations, &c. 

In the resumé of the objects of the Bill it is said that the sum 
of 31,340,000 crowns will be covered by the amount at the disposal 
of the Treasury, which has been increased to 113,000,000 crowns. 


Note.—Crown = 10d, 
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CHILE. 


According to the “ Engineering News” (New York) of the 29th 
. : ult., bids are asked by the Board of Directors of 
Railway ov the Chilean State Railways, Santiago, Chile, 
Btoe until 6th February, for furnishing 3 sleeping 
cars, 12 first-class passenger cars, 8 second-class passenger cars, 
6 consolidated freight engines, 3 railway breakdown steam cranes, 
100 pressed and rolled steel coal cars of 24 tons capacity. Deposit 
5 per cent. of bid. * Specifications may be seen at the Chilean 
Legation, C. Marla Vicuna, Minister, 1719 De Sales Street, 
Washington, D.C. 


PROCLAMATION. 


The following Proclamation respecting the importation into Cape 
Colony of goods, wares and merchandise from the Orange River 
Colony and the Transvaal was issued by the Governor of Cape 
Colony on the 15th October last :— 
‘‘ Whereas the Territories now known as the Orange River Colony 
“ and the Transvaal have been annexed to Her Majesty’s dominions, 
“and whereas it is necessary and desirable that the importation of 
*‘ goods, wares, and merchandise should be permitted into the 
* Cape Colony from the said Territories, and for this purpose the 
“ provisions of Proclamation, No. 277 of 1899, should be amended ; 
‘“« Now, therefore, in virtue of the authority committed to me as 
*“ Governor of the Cape Colony, I do hereby proclaim that from and 
“after this date all goods, wares, and merchandise with the 
“ exception of raw and bar gold, may, under the laws and regula- 
“ tions of the Customs, be imported into the Cape Colony from the 
said Territories.” 


A similar Proclamation was issued by the Governor of Natal on 
the 23rd October last with regard to the importation of goods, 
wares and merchandise (except raw and bar gold) from the Orange 
River Colony and the Transvaal into that Colony. See also 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th ult., p. 468.] 


* It is understood that specifications may also be seen at the Chilean Legation in 
4 London, 50, Queen’s Gate Terrace, 8,W. 
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THE STATE OF FOREIGN TRADE IN NOVEMBER, 1900.* 


I—General Statement. 

The trade returns for November, 1900, show an increase as com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1899 in the value of the 
Imports from foreign countries and British possessions, and in the 
Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures, but 
: decrease in the Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The Imports for November, 1900, were valued at 49,733,7301., 
as compared with 44,244,811/. for November, 1899, an increase of 
5,488,9191., or 12°4 per cent., and the Exports amounted in value 
to 29,637,904J., as against 29,741,452/. in November, 1899—net 
decrease of 103,548]. The Exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures alone were valued at 24,624,649/. in November, 
1900, and 24,571,9401. in November, 1899—an increase of 
52,7091., or 0°2 per cent., whilst the value of foreign and Colonial 
merchandise exported in November, 1900, shows a decrease as 
compared with November, 1899, of 156,2571., or 3:1 per cent. 


II.—Imports. 
The following table shows the value of the Imports for 


November, 1900, as compared with November, 1899, according to 
the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended 30th Nov. | 
— Increase. | Decrease. 
1899. | 1900. 
£ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... «++/18,702,787 |20,446,013 | 1,743,226 
Metals .. 2,254,247 | 2,972,915 | 718,668 
Chemicals, dye "stuffs ‘tanning 
substances ... «| 418,903 400,357 18,546 
Oils. 875,679 | 1,102,777 227,098 


Raw materials for manufactures ane [12,309,433 15,342,609 | 3,033,176 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles ...| 9,683,762 | 9,469,059 214,703 


Total... £/44,244,811 (49,733,730 | 5,488,919 | -- 

Articles of Food and Drink—The imports of wheat in November, 
1900, show an increase of 428,280 cwts. in quantity, and 233,8021. 
in value, as compared with November, 1899. Wheat meal and 
flour has increased 171,675 cwts., and 121,175l.; barley, 306,955 
ewts., and 101,0521. ; oats, 525,800 ewts., and 132,285l.; beans, 
53,400 cwts., and 15,7921.; oatmeal, 9,090 cwts., and 17,1931. ; 
and maize (Indian corn) meal, 30, 110 ewts., and 17, 6241. Other 
kinds of corn show a decrease in both quantity and value, viz., peas, 
34,250 ewts., and 3,1371.; maize, or Indian corn, 1,484,000 cwts. ie 
and 133 3391. ; and other kinds of corn and meal, 20,914 ewts., 
and 6,2181. 

With regard to the imports of articles of food and drink other 


* See also pp. 600-1. 


Dee. 18, 199 ] -THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 571 


The State of Foreign Trade in November, 1900. 


than corn: fresh beef shows an increase of 54,511 ewts. in quantity, 
and 129,7711. in value, and bacon, an increase of 29,409 ewts., 
end 184,466/.; fresh mutton shows a decrease of 108,218 ewts. 
in quantity, and 134,307/. in value. Fresh and salted pork, rabbits, 
salted beef, meat preserved otherwise than by salting, eggs, 
and fish, cured or salted, all show increases in both quantity and 
value; but butter, margarine, cheese, and condensed milk, have 
decreased in quantities and valuesas compared with November, 1899. 
The imports of all kinds of sugar have increased 615,701 ewts. in 
quantity, and 333,755/. in value; and of potatoes, 1,254,948 ewts. 
and 220,266/. With regard to dutiable articles of food, prepared 
cocoa and tea both show increases, the latter of 6,503,389 lbs. in 
quantity, and 103,359/. in value. 


Metals.—The imports of iron ore have decreased in quantity and 
value, but unwrought steel shows an increase of 31,316 tons, and 
197,0461., and tin in blocks, ingots, bars or slabs of 21,901 ecwts., 
and 143,5011. 

Oils—The imports of petroleum have increased by 12,018,939 
gallons and 219,439/., and cocoanut, palm and seed oils also show 
increases in both quantities and values. 

Raw Materials——'T'he imports of raw cotton show increases of 
981,461 cwts. in quantity and 3,850,729/. in value—jute and 
alpaca, vicuna and llama have also increased, but raw. silk has 
decreased 100,357 lbs, and 75,500/., and sheep or lambs’ wool 
22,017,185 lbs. and 1,040,4177. The decrease in the imports of 
this latter article is almost entirely due to smaller shipments from 
British possessions as seen in the following table :— 


Imports of Sheep or Lambs’ Wool. 


“te November, | November, | November, 
1898. 1899, 1900. 
& 
British South Africa 176,859 261,358 81,602 
British East Indies... ave 91,230 89,840 46,516 
Australia and New Zealand ive ..-| 1,160,060 1,359,544 . 679,717 
All ether countries 249,772 292,988 255,478 
Total nae £&| 1,677,921 2,003,730 963,313 


With regard to other descriptions of raw materials, the most 
notable increase is under the heading of wood and timber of all 
kinds, which shows an increase in value of 455,569/. 


III.—Exports of Home Produce. 


The following table shows the value of the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ended 30th 
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November, 1900, as compared with a like period of 1899, and 
the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended 30th Nov. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1899. 1900. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living 95,769 77,104 18,665 
Articles of food and drink... 1,350,430 | 1,469.598 | 119,168 
Raw materials... 2,350,353 | 3,871,418 1,521,065 a 


Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics ---| 8,204,551 | 8,135,919 _— 68,632 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 


chinery and ships) ... 4,013,752 | 3,659,401 854,351 
Machinery and millwork __ ...| 1,805,658 | 1,686,964 118,694 
Ships, new (not registered as 

British) 1,880,821 | 591,583 1,239,238 
Miscellaneous ... ... ...| 4,920,606 | 5,182,662 | 212,056 

Total £/24,571,940 24,624,649 52,709 


Raw Materials—The exports of coal, coke, and fuel in November, 
1900, show an increase of 548,040 tons and 1,567,993/., as 
compared with November, 1899. 

Articles Manufactured and Partly Manufactured—The exports 
of cotton yarn have decreased to the extent of 6,520,900 lbs. and 
143,0021., while woollen yarn shows a falling off of 21,300 Ibs. 
and 1,9511., and worsted yarn of 817,000 lbs. and 71,0111. Jute 
yarn has decreased 2,003,200 lbs. in quantity and 16,619/. in 
value. 

The exports of cotton piece goods show a decrease of 25,075,900 
yards in quantity, but an increase of 220,521. in value. The de- 
creases in the quantity of these goods exported may be said to be 
almost entirely due to lesser shipments to China and Hong Kong, 
which markets took only 10,638,600 yards in November, 1900, as 
against 47,528,200 yards in November, 1899. The exports to 
British India, on the other hand, show a large increase—the 
figures having been 179,415,400 yards in November, 1900, as 
compared with 155,037,700 yards in November, 1899. The 
exports of these goods to Australia and New Zealand, and to 
British South Africa, also show increases. Woollen manufactures 
in general show a decrease in both quantities and values, especially 
worsted yarn and tissues, and wool carpets and blankets. 

Metals.—The exports of most metals and their manufactures in 
general show decreases, notably copper, unwrought and wrought 
(10,1902.); iron, unwrought and wrought (314,262/.); and tele- 
graphic wires and apparatus (29,809/.). The exports of steam 
engines and other descriptions of machinery show a decrease of 


118,694. 
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IV.—Trade of the Eleven Months ended November. 


Taking the import trade for the eleven months ended November, 
1900, as compared with a similar period of 1899, the net increase 
in value is 32,936,683I., the principal categories showing increases 
being articles of food and drink—duty free—(7,640,612/.), metals 
(4,384,921/.), and raw materials (17,609,141/.). Decreases are 
only found under the categories of chemicals, dye stuffs, and 
tanning substances and tobacco. The exports of British and Irish 
produce for the eleven months ended November, 1900, show 
a net increase as compared with the corresponding period of 
1899 of 25,217,1761., the only decreases being under the heading 
of animals, living (80,378/.), machinery and mill work 30,1651., 
and ships, new, 812,091. The value of the exports of foreign and 
Colonial merchandise shows a decrease of 1,350,976. 

V.—Shipping. 

The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
November, 1900, amounted to 3,137,149 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 3,716,312 tons, as against 2,941,999 tons entered and 
3,557,572 tons cleared in November, 1899. With regard to the 


coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during November, 
1900, amounted to 2,497,485 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 
2,447,099 tons, as against 2,553,203 tons entered, and 2,537,487 
tons cleared in November, 1899. 


VI.—Shipping for Eleven Months. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
the eleven months ended November, 1900, amounted to 33,196,311 
tons, and the tonnage cleared to 40,357,421 tons, as against 
33,416,115 tons entered and 39,744,961 tons cleared in the eleven 
months ended November, 1899. With regard to the coasting 
trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during the eleven months 
ended November, 1900, amounted to 28,431,568 tons, and the ° 


tonnage cleared to 28,026,697 tons, as against 28,561,485 tons 


entered, and 28,197,380 tons cleared in the corresponding period 
of 1899. : 
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AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1900. 

The following preliminary statement showing the estimated total 
produce and yield per acre of wheat, barley, and oats in Great 
Britain in the year 1900, with comparative statements for the year 
1899, and for the average of the 10 years 1890-99, has been 
received at the Board of Trade from the Board of Agriculture :— - 


WHEAT. 
. Kstimated 
Estimated Total : Average 
Ten 
Years 
1899. 1900. 1899, 1900. || 1899.) 1900. 1890-99. 


Bush, | Bush Acres: | «Acres. |(Bush|Bush.|| .. Bush. 


England _..|62,380,067 |49,528,385 ||1,899,827 1,744,556 |32-83 |28°39 || 30-16 
Wales ... 1,880,988 | 1,332,299 || 53,898 | 51,654 | 25°62 25-79 || 24-15 
Scotland 1,768,320 | 1,779,125 || 47,256 | 48,832 |37-42|36-43 || 36°93 


Great Britain 65,529,325 |52,639,809 ||2,000,981 {1,845,042 | 32°75 |28°53 || 30°15 


BARLEY. 
|| Estimated || 
’ | per Acre. || of the 
| 1899. | 1900. 1399. | 1900. 1899/1900] , 
Bush. | Bush. || Acres. Acres, ||Bush.|/Bush.|} Bush. 
England 56,164,313 50,977,265 1,635,634 |1,645,022 |'34°34 |30°99 || 33-44 
Wales ... xl 3,328,494 | 3,341,872 || 105,978 | 105,048 |/31°41 /31°81 || 30°10 
| | 
Scotland oe] 8,222,891 | 7,995,373 | 240,496 | 240,195 S419 33°29 || 36°20 


1,982,108 11,990,265 |34-16 31:31 || 33°50 


Great Britain 67,715,698 162,814,510 


OATS. 
HKostimated | 
wl | Estimated Total | Acreage. | Yield |; Average 
Produce. | of the 
__||_per Acre. Ten 
| 
1899. 1900. 1899. | 1900, 1809, 1200 390.99 
‘ 
i ! | 
| Bush. Bush. Acres. Acres. | Bush. ey | Bush. 
England __ ...| 73,905,288) 73,604,178] 1,781,649 |1,860,513 39°56 || 40°80 
| | 
Wales... ...|_ 7,527,952) 7,288,305) 220,283 | 216,447 84-18 |33-44 || 33-20 
| 
Scotland _....| 33,813,304, 34,005,054) 957,873 | 949,128 |34-78 [35-83 | 36°55 
Great 2,959,755 | 4,026,088 37°95 | 38°81 
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. With reference to the article on pp. 133-4 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 18th October last, on cotton cultivation in 
Asiatic Russia, the Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, copy of a further report by Mr. H. A. Cooke, the 
British Commercial Agent in Russia, on the subject of the so- 
called cotton erisis in the Russian manufacturing market, caused 
by the extraordinarily high prices abroad and the rise in duty on 
the imported raw material. In this report it is stated that the 
“Commercial and Industrial Gazette,” the organ of the Ministry 
of Finance, while repeating its assertion that there is in fact 
no crisis at all, but merely some temporary difficulty caused by 
the dearness of raw material and fuel, rejoices at the encourage- 
ment thus given to the development of Russian Asiatic and 
Caucasian cotton growing, adding that it is an ill wind indeed 
which blows no one any good. Though the rise in price of foreign 
cotton has naturally been reflected to some extent in the price of 
the Russian article, yet manufacturers have made good bargains 
with the Central Asian growers, whose quotations are considerably 
lower than those of the foreign market. As a result, the turn-over 
with the Central Asian article has been very large during the two 
or three weeks subsequent to the 15th October, the date of Mr. 
Cooke’s report. 

Manufacturers, with the possibility of acquiring the Russian raw 
material (in quality in no wise yielding, it is said, to American, 
and at times superior to the latter) considerably cheaper than 
the foreign article, have meanwhile completely suspended nego- 
tiations tor the American market, and for the next few months 

. will manage almost exclusively on the home supply. Up to the 
date of Mr. Cooke’s report, the 15th ult., it was supposed that 
already about two-thirds of the whole crop of the first sort from 
American seed had been bought up. 

This increased demand for the Russian product cannot but 
extend the development of cotton cultivation, not only in Central 
Asia, but also, and still more so, in the Caucasus. The progress 
already ‘made is very rapid. In the Fergan territory, for instance, 
the area under cultivation has increased, in comparison with last 
year, by over 30 per cent., which will enable the Russian market 
to cope more easily with foreign scarcity and artificial rises abroad. 
Further progress in this direction, if it should not entirely relieve 
Russian mills from the necessity of buying foreign cotton, will, 
at all events, in the opinion of the “Commercial and Industrial 
Gazette,” weaken the influence of the foreign market on the 
Russian manufacturing industry, and release the latter from too 
great a dependence on Liverpool, Bremen, &c. This will mainly 
depend, however, on the increase of available areas for cultivation 
and on improved irrigation, both of which conditions there are 
satisfactory grounds for believing will be fulfilled. 
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One considerable obstacle to be removed from the path of 
Russian cotton growing, however, is the hand-money, or payment 
in advance system, now prevalent in Central Asia. For, being 
paid before his crops are grown, the Turkestan cultivator ceases to 
interest himself in the quality of the cotton, mixes the seeds 
indiscriminately, &c. With the removal of this and other 
attendant evils, the Gazette foresees a favourable future for Russian 
cotton plantations. 


THE UNITED STATES TIN PLATE INDUSTRY. 


A report has been received by the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at Chicago, on the tin plate 
industry of the United States. 

This industry has been built up entirely within the last eight 
years, as previous to the passing of the McKinley Tariff Bill, 
which went into effect on Ist July, 1891, the manufacture of tin 
plate in a commercial way was practically unknown in the United 
States. 

The following is a statement showing the imports of tin plate 
into the United States, and its production in that country, for the 
years named, ending 30th June :— ; 


Year ended 30th June. Imports. Production. 
Lbs. Lbs. 
1891-2... ove 422,176,202 13,646,719 
1893-4... deo 454,160,826 139,223,467 
1897-8 ... ose 171,662,345 681,674,028 
1898-9 ... ve 108,484,826 | 791,371,488 


The imports, with the exception of a very small quantity from 
Canada, are practically all from the United Kingdom. A rebate of 
99 per cent. of the duty, or say ?d. per lb., is allowed on the re- 
export of these plates in the form of cans or tins containing 
provisions, petroleum, &c. 

There are at the present time 44 tin plate plants and over 300 
mills in the United States which are controlled by five different 
corporations, and distributed throughout the country as follows :— 
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Maryland, 4; Pennsylvania, 16 (approximately); Virginia, 3; 
Ohio, 9; Indiana, 7 ; 1; Illinois, 1; 
Missouri, 1 ; New York, 1. 

American plates are said to be superior to the Welsh, owing to 
the steel being of better quality, and the plates being more 
uniformly coated. 

The principal labour saving devices supplied to the plants in 
the ,United States factories are electric travelling cranes, cold 
rolled transfer mechanism and annealing furnace chargers. 


SPANISH SHEEP AND GOAT SKINS. 


Sheep Skins.—The United States Consul-General at Barcelona, 
in a report dated 26th October last, states that several kinds of 
sheep are bred in Spain, but the most valuable, on account of the 
excellent quality of the skins, are those found in the provinces of 
Murcia and Catalonia and in the district known as La Mancha, in 
New Castille; also those in the province of Estremadura, which, 
however, are esteemed more for their fine wool than for the pelt. 

It is a notable fact that the finer the wool the poorer is the skin 
for tanning purposes. 

It is in Estremadura that the celebrated Merino sheep are bred. 
Merino wool was at one time considered the finest obtainable in 
Europe, but, like many other natural sources of wealth in Spain, 
sheep farming has suffered from lack of enterprise and energy. 

Spanish sheep are white, excepting those of La Mancha, which 
are black. 

Sheep are classified under the heads of lambs and sheep or ewes. 
Until the animal is one year old, it is sold as a lamb. The skin of 
the lamb is used for making gloves, and is classified into “ firsts” 
and “seconds,” according to the fineness of the grain and the 
number of defects in the skin. 

The skin of the Estremadura sheep is unsuitable for gloves, and 
can only be used for inferior articles. 

In Millau and St. Julien in France, and also in several parts of 
Germany, there are large tanneries devoted to the preparation of 
the skins exported from Murcia, Catalonia,and La Mancha. These 
tanneries, either directly or through commission firms, send a large 
proportion of their output to the United States, which is an im- 
portant market for glove skins. 

When the animal is more fully grown, its skin can no longer be 
used for making gloves, and it is then applied to the manufacture 
of fancy goods, bookbinding, &c. Sheep skins are prepared in two 


q 
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ways: when tanned with sumac they are used for making cigar 
cases, pocket-books; purses, &c.; but when required for leggings, 
aprons used by agricultural labourers, harness, or anything that 
must be subjected to wear and tear, the skins are oak tanned. The 
former—i.e., those prepared with sumac—are extensively exported 
from Spain to Germany, whereas the latter find, or used to find, a 
good market in Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines. 

The manner in which the skin is removed from the carcase is 
as follows :—A small hole is made in one of the hind legs of the 
animal; a strong pair of bellows is then inserted into this little 
aperture and air is blown in until the carcase is well swollen. The 
belly is then slit open from end to end and the skin carefully 
removed, if necessary with the help of a knife. 

The skins are collected by men who devote themselves exclu- 
sively to this work. After being exposed to the sun until a slight 
crust is formed on the flesh side, they are stretched on ropes in the 
shade until completely dried, and are then ready for export. 


Goat Skins.—Goat skins are produced in large quantities in the 
vicinity of Badajoz and generally throughout the south of Spain. 
The skin of the very young kid is used only for ladies’ fine gloves 
and-is prepared principally at Annonay and Grenoble, in France. 
These skins also find a market in the United States in a prepared 
state; but with this sole exception, the entire supply of Spanish 
kid and goat skins is exported in the raw state to the United States 
for tanning into fine shoe leather, &c. This trade appears to be in 
the hands of French commission merchants, but there appears to 
be no reason why other importers should not have their own 
buying agents in Spain and secure their supplies at a much lower 
price. 

The business is done by direct contracts with the butchers, and 
also with sundry “collectors.” These go round regularly to all 
the villages and bring the skins to the dealers in the towns. 

In order to preserve the skins from damage by moths in summer, 
dealers use powdered naphthaline, which they sprinkle over them 
while they are being stacked. 

For export, the skins are baled in small presses. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office copy of a 
Customs Circular stating that dynamos, accu- 
Tariff Decisions. mulators, motors and electric fans are to be 
treated, for tariff purposes, as ‘‘ machinery,” and, 
as such, exempted from import duty under No. 14 of schedule IV. 
of the Indian Tariff Act, VIII. of 1894, read with the notification 
No. 3,192, dated the 12th July, 1899. Some of these articles if 
very small and intended merely for use in laboratories might, perhaps, 
be fairly regarded as “appliances,” but it would be difficult to 
draw the line between the two classes, and the Government of India 
consider that it will be better to treat them all as “machinery.” . 
This ruling applies only to the articles named. Electric lights 
and cables will continue to be treated as “appliances,” and be 
liable to import duty under No. 49 of schedule IV. 


THE TRANSVAAL AND THE ORANGE RIVER 
COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received information from the Colonial 
Office to the effect that goods, with the excep- 


the Ca: gpa tion of arms and warlike stores, may now be 
< P d Natal imported through any of the British Colonies 
—— th my ? in South Africa, or through Delagoa Bay, to the 


Phew onion py Transvaal and the Orange River Colony, but that 
» River the extent to which facilities can be atforded for 
~—. the conveyance of goods into these territories 
y: must for the present depend upon the exigen- 
cies of the military situation and upon the permission of the local 
military authorities. 
It is understood that the import duties levied by the military 
authorities on goods entering the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony are those fixed in each case by the tariff formerly in force. 


With regard to importation of goods into Cape Colony and Natal 
from the Orange River Colony and the Transvaal, see Proclamation 
printed at p. 569 of this issue of the “ Journal.” 


LAGOS. 


_ With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 294 of the 
Prohibition of “Board of Trade Journal” for the 8th ult., 
relative to an Ordinance of the Lagos Legisla- 
Export of Arms ture (No. XIII. of 1900) empowering the 
Pp ition, & Governor to prohibit the exportation from the 
unition, “¢. Colony of arms and ammunition, &c., the Board 


of Trade have now received a copy ofa further Ordinance (No. XVI. 
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of 1900), assented to by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony on 
the 1st October last, repealing Ordinance No. XIII. and substitu- 
ting the following provisions therefor :— 
“ Tt shall be lawful for the Governor by Proclamation to prohibit 
“ the exportation of all or any of the following articles, viz.: Arms, 
“ ammunition, military and naval stores, and any article which the 
“ Governor shall judge capable of being converted into or made 
“ useful in increasing the quantity of arms, ammunition or military 
“ or naval stores, to any country or place therein named, whenever 
“the Governor shall judge such prohibition to be expedient i in 
“ order to prevent such arms, ammunition, military or naval stores 
“being used against Her Majesty’s subjects or forces or against 
“‘ any forces engaged or which may be engaged in military or naval 
“ operations in co-operation with Her Majesty’s forces ; and if any 
“ goods so prohibited shall be exported or brought to any quay or 
“ other place to be shipped for exportation from the Colony of 
“ Lagos or carried coastwise, or be water-borne to be so exported 
“ or carried, they shall be forfeited, and the exporter, or his agent, 
“ or the shipper, of any such goods shall be liable to the penalty 
“ of 100/.” 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché in Russia reports that a notice appeared 
Duty on Publica- in the “ Bourse Gazette” of St. Petersburg on 
site te isthe the 4th/ 17th ult., to the effect that the Ministry 
of Finance has issued regulations providing that 
mee — all publications printed abroad in the Russian 
by language by hectographic, lithographic and 
= similar processes shall be subject to the same 
duties as are levied on publications in Russian 
printed aii by the ordinary process. Instructions have been 
issued to all Post Offices simply to return at once to the country 
of despatch all such printed matter received through the post under 
open wrappers. . 

Under these new regulations the publications referred to 
(including books, advertisements, catalogues, price lists, &c.) will 
be dutiable under No. 178 Point 4 of the Russian Tariff at the 
rate of 4 roubles 50 copecks per poud (11. 9s. 7d. per cwt.). Mr. 
Cooke, however, points out that as these price lists, &c., could be 
printed much more cheaply in Russia than abroad, this duty should 
be no obstacle to the circulation—which is becoming increasingly 
necessary —of British catalogues in the Russian language. He sug- 
gests also that such catalogues might be drawn up in German, in 
which case they would not be subject to duty; and German, he 
states, is as current in Russian business circles as Russian itself. 
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With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 470, 471 of 
the ‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th ult., 
Customs Fines. relative to the procedure in case of Customs 
fines in Russia, and especially to the statement 
that ‘shipowners and shipmasters should make themselves familiar 
“ with the requirements of the Russian Customs Regulations, a 
“ translation of which appeared in the ‘London Gazette’ of the 
“ 15th June, 1886, p. 2,858,” persons interested in the matter can 
consult a copy of the “‘Gazette” in question on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament{Street, S.W., on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General 

teat, © Christiania, reporting that certain changes in 
Customs Tariff the present Norwegian Customs Tariff are now 
under consideration, which changes, if passed 

by the Storthing, will take effect from the 1st April of next year. 

The following are the proposed modifications :— 


Tariff No. in 
Tariff of 19v0. 


12. Boats.—(a) Pleasure boats and pleasure vessels, 
with or without inventory .., ... ...ad val. 15 °/, 
After “inventory” add “not including 
“ racing boats (in- and out-riggers).” 
225. Earth and Clay not elsewhere specitied in the 
Tariff, including emery and burnt clay __... Free. 
After “ burnt clay ” add “ Electrocoal.” 
Clothes and Articles made of Woven Goods not 
elsewhere specified :— 
257. II. Other (i.e., other than water-proofed), and 
sewn parts of the same, even if not com- 
pleted for use :— 
(a) Starched goods (including parti-coloured 
or printed), if imported ready starched 
Kilog. 1 krona 35 dre. 
After ready starched” add includ- 
“ing boxes, paper, and similar 
“packing materials.” 
*Carbonic Acid Liquid, with immediate packing 
materials we Kilog. 2 dre. 


* Proposed new heading. 
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Tariff No, in 
Tariff of 1900. 


310. Glue.—(b) Liquid glue si Kilog. 15 dre. 


404. 


405. 


406. 


433. 


After “glue” add “ Hectograph and auto- 
“‘ graph composition.” 


Metals II.—Manufactured :— 
(c) Iron.—(16) Steel and iron wire, including 
wire coated with copper or zinc— 


(a) Unmannfactured, including strings... Free. 
(6) Wire or wire ribbon and manufactures 
of wire— 
Covered with ribbon, tape, thread, 
paper, and the like... Kilog. 30 dre. 
Manufactures thereof 
(c) Cordage and wire gauze; barbed fence 
wire and wire netting ‘ Free. 
(d) Manufactured wire, not ‘apecially sail 
including knitting pins sisie Kilog. 15 Gre, 


The following new classification is proposed to 
be substituted for the foregoing :— 
After “ (c) Iron (16) ” read— 
“Steel and iron wire : 
Gilded, silvered, or plated— 
Unmanufactured, including 


“ strings .. Kilog. 30 Gre. 
Manufactured, “not specially 
“mentioned... 1 kr. 


2: (2) ) Other, with or without coating— 
*(a) Unmanufactured, 
“ strings .. Free. 
““(b) Wire or wire ribbon and manu- 
“ factures of wire— 


“Covered with ribbon, tape, 


“ thread, paper, and the like 
Kilog. 30 dre. 


Manufactures thereof 
“(c) Cordage and wire gauze ; barbed 
“ fence wire and wire netting ... Free. 


(ad) Manufactured goods of wire. 
“not specially named, including 
“knitting pins ... Kalog. 15 


Copper, Brass, Bronze, German Silver and other 
metals alloyed with Copper, also Aluminium 
and Nickel :— 
(5) Wire and strings... = Free. 


_ 
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Tariff No. in 
Tariff of 1900. 
434. (6) Manufactures of wire, combined or not with 
other materials, not separately tariffed Kilog. 50 dre. 
The following new classification has been pro- 
posed :— 
“ Copper, Brass, Bronze, German Silver, od other 


“metals alloyed with Copper, also Aluminium 


“and Nickel :— 
“(5) Wire and strings, tiles silvered or 
“plated ... Kilog. 50 Gre. 
“Manufactures of wire not "specially 
“named . ...Kilog. 2 kr. 50 dre. 
“ (6) Wire and strings, other Free. 


“Manufactures of wire, combined or not 
“with other materials, not separately 
tariffed is Kilog. 50 dre.” 
[Nore.—Only the minimum rates of duty have been given in 
the above statement, these being the rates applicable to British 


goods. | 


GERMANY. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Tariff Foreign Office, of a memorandum prepared by 

i es H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, relative 

‘to various changes in the classification of 

articles under the German Customs Tariff, a list of which was 

published in the “ Central-Blatt.” of the 23rd-ult. The following 

are among the most important alterations of interest to British 

trade which are mentioned in this list, the remainder being, as 
Mr. Gastrell points out, mostly editorial in character :— 

Foundations of Sieves and, Metal Woven Cloths for Mills, Paper 
Factories, &c., of copper or brass wire:—(a) Not in combination with 
other materials, or only in combination with wood or iron, not 
polished or varnished, dutiable under No. 19d 1 of the Tariff at the 
rate of 18 marks per 100 kilogs. (9s. 2d. per cwt.). 

(b) Containing woven threads (so-called “ drilled ”), as also other 
woven goods of copper or brass wire, especially those intended for 
dressmaking purposes, dutiable under No. 19d 2 of the Tariff at the 
rate of 30 marks per 100 kilogs. (15s. 35d. per cwt.). 

Bicycles, Velocipedes, &c., worked by Motors.—It has now been 
decided that these articles shall be charged duty as “ Locomotives,” 
under No. 15 b 1 of the Tariff, at the rate of 8 marks per 100 
kilogs. (4s. 03d. per ewt.). Ordinary bicycles, Mr. Gastrell adds, are 
dutiable under No. 6 e 3 6 of the Tariff, at the rate of 24 marks 
per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per cwt.). Motor cars are subject to the 
same duty as motor bicycles, &c. 
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“Caoutchouc Sheets” of soft, and also of vulcanised, rubber :— 
(a) In combination with the tissues specified under Nos. 2 d 1 and 
22 f of the Tariff (i.e., unbleached, close woven cotton tissues, and 
linen tissues, neither dyed, printed nor bleached), dutiable under 
No. 17 ¢ at the rate of 40 marks per 100 kilogs. (1l. 0s. 4d. 
per cwt.). 

(6) In combination with other tissues, such as fabrics covered 
with caoutchouc, dutiable under No. 17 e of the Tariff at the rate 
of 90 marks per 100 kilogs. (21. 5s. 9d. per cwt.). 


Paper covered with Celluloid is to be classified as “ lacquered 
paper ” dutiable at the rate of 10 marks per 100 kilogs. (5s. 1d. 
per cwt.) under No. 27 e of the Tariff, and is not to be charged 
duty as an article of celluloid at the rate of 200 marks per 100 
kilogs. (11d. per Ib.). 

Compasses.—Brass compasses of the finer kinds, with steel points, 
are to be charged duty according to the material of which these 
points are made, and not according to the material used in the legs 
of the compasses. 


Mr. Gastrell also reports, in a recent memorandum, that the 
bin Bundesrath has decreed that “ compo-board” 
pyran of used in shipbuilding, described as an article 
fo noe ~ —— made of steeped pasteboard in combination with 
+ pains wood, shall in future be admitted free of duty 
Seago. into the German Customs Union. 


ROUMANIA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Q ti a Foreign Office, of a telegram from H.M. Minister 
marantine ane at Bucharest, reporting that quarantine on 
Certificates of 
“0 vessels arriving from Glasgow has been suppressed. 
Origin. Mr. Kennedy also states that certificates of 
origin are no longer required for goods imported from the United 
Kingdom, but are still necessary in the case of articles which might 
have come from India, Egypt, Arabia, and countries infected by 
plague—such as used bags, Calcutta sacks, raw wool, &c. 


UNITED STATES. 
The follcwing is a list of some Decisions affecting the application of 
the United States Customs Tariff which have 
Custcms Decisions. recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington for the guidance of 

United States Customs officers and others :— 
Lithographic Transfer Paper.—Lithographic transfer paper is 
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not to be classed as a manufacture of paper, but as paper not other- 
wise specially provided for, dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem, under paragraph 402 of the Tariff. 


Carbolic Soap, Medicinal.—So-called ‘ carbolic soap,” imported 
in iron drums in the condition of a brown stiff paste, and intended 
and adapted for use as an insecticide, germicide, disinfectant, and 
antiseptic in spraying trees, flowers, and plants, and also externally 
on the human and animal body, consisting of potash and soda 
soap combined with carbolic acid, is dutiable at 15 cents per lb. as 
medicated soap under paragraph 72 of the Tariff. 


Varnolette, or Siccatif.—A composition of resinate of lead—or 
resin and compounds of lead—manganese, and lime, which is used 
as a siccative or drier in varnish, linseed oil, paints, inks, and 
stains, and generally known in commerce as “ varnolette,” is a 
chemical compound, dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 3 of the Tariff. 

Silk Cords and Yarns.—1. Manufactures composed of two threads 
or strands of loom waste thrown silk fibres, loosely twisted into a 
form one thirty-second of an inch in diameter and wound upon 
large wooden spools, which are used in making fringes, tassels, &c., 
an are suitable for use in weaving certain upholstery goods and 
carpets, are dutiable at 30 per cent. ad valorem under the provision 
for “ yarns” in paragraph 385 of the Tariff. 

2. Manufactures composed of three independent threads, each 
containing two strands of fine thrown silk waste fibres, of crimson 
colour, closely twisted into a cord about one twenty-fourth of an 
inch in diameter, and designed for making fringes, &c., and for use 
in fancy needlework, are dutiable at 50 per cent. ad valorem under 
the provision for “ cords” in paragraph 389 of the Tariff. 

Children’s Books containing Lithographic Prints.—Children’s 
books or booklets having no lithographic prints bound in or 
attached to them in the condition as imported, but with blank 
pages in which are to be pasted certain illustrations lithographic- 
ally printed contained in the same case, the whole being invoiced 
at one price for both books and plates, are to be regarded as 
entireties for the purpose of classification for duty, and are dutiable 
either as “books . . . for children’s use, containing illuminated 
lithographic prints,” or as “booklets. . . printed in whole or 
in part by lithographic process,” at 8 cents per pound under 
paragraph 400 of the Tariff, and not as “books,” or “ printed 
matter,” at 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 403. 


Kryofine.—So-called “ kryofine” is a medicinal compound, in 
the preparation of which alcohol is used, and is closely allied in 
chemical constitution, character, and use to phenacetin. It is 
accordingly dutiable at 55 cents per pound under paragraph 67 of 
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the Tariff as an alcoholic medicinal preparation, and not at 20 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 15, nor at 25 per cent..ad valorem, 
as a chemical compound or as a medicinal preparation, under 
paragraphs 3 and 68 of the Tariff. 

Rubler Dust.—Rubber dust, produced by the grinding and sawing 
of hard-rubber articles during the process of manufacture of such 
articles, and fit only for re-manufacture, is dutiable at 10 per cent. 
ad valorem as waste under paragraph 463 of the Tariff, and not as 
4 manufacture of india-rubber. 


Avocado or Alligator Pears.—Avocado or alligator pears, being 
entirely distinct from the common pear, are not dutiable under the 
provision for pears in paragraph 262 of the Tariff, but are free of 
duty under the provision in paragraph 559 for fruits, green, ripe, 
or dried, not specially provided for. 

Cotton Tissues—-The following cotton tissues containing figures 
_ in various designs produced in the process of weaving, by means 
of the Jacquard, swivel, drop box, lino, or other loom attachment, 
with threads, introduced in the warp or filling, of the undermen- 
tioned kinds, are dutiable under the provisions of paragraph 313 
of the Tariff, namely :— 

(1) Such as have threads which float loose between the figures 
on the back of the fabric, or which have been clipped off after 
weaving. 

(2) Such as have figure threads which pursue a zigzag, wavy, or 
serpentine course, whether partly clipped or not. 

(3) Such as have figure threads running parallel to the ordinary 
warp or ordinary filling, kut which lie wholly or mostly on top 
of, and additional to, the warp or filling. 

(4) Such (in either case) as have figure threads which are not 
necessary to the integrity or stability of the fabric, or where the 
fabric would have been perfect if they had not been introduced. 

Gelatine Pads.—Gelatine pads used in transferring manuscripts 
for copying purposes are dutiable as manufactures of gelatine under 
paragraph 450 of the Tariff at the rate of 55 per cent. ad valorem. 


4 
e 
‘ 
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CAPE COLONY. 


The following Tariff of charges for lighterage and for soploing 

ballast at the Port of Walfisch Bay is extracte 
8 “ ~~ from a Proclamation of the Governor of Cape 
. ¥- Colony published in the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of 20th ult. :—. 


On every ton of merchandise landed or shipped 0 3 6 
On each horse, mule, camel, or horned cattle 0 2 6 
On each sheep, goat, or pig ... 00 9 
On animals not specified above : 010 
On coals landed or shipped, per ton 0 2 6 
Sand ballast, shipped, per ton—not including cost of 
labour of digging and placing in lighter... 0 4 0 
Sand ballast, per cost of 
such labour 0 6 6 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following table, showing the number and tonnage of vessels. 
entered and cleared at Port Darwin in the 


the Northern Territory of South Australia during 
Terri peg aye? the first six months of 1900, is. based on 
erritory in 1900. 


returns published in the issues of the. “ South 
Australian Government Gazette” of 2nd August and 18th October 
last :-— 


Countries. ; Entered. Cleared. 
| 
No. Tons. No Tons. 

Victoria ... 6 8,762 7 10,250 
New South Wales 5 9,602 5 9,313 
Western Australia 3 198 4 212: 
Hong Kong ; 12 19,063 11 , 18,364 

Singapore 1 66 _ _ 
Manila | 2 | 3r 
Totals... 27 | 37,691 | 29 | 38,170 


RUSSIA. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 2nd inst. states that the 
construction of a new line of railway between 


Orenburg and ‘Tlashkend will be commenced 
next spring. According to the definitive plan, 


the line will cross the southern spur of the 


Ural. 
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GERMANY. 


A despatch dated 29th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 

from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, for- 

Seunte respecting warding the translation of an enactment pul- 

Liability lished on the 21st inst. by the Senate of Bremen, 

for - regarding the extension of the rules respecting 

ee the non-liability of the State for all kinds of 

PPIng. damage caused to shipping and goods within 

the limits of the port of Bremerhaven, to cover also the harbour 
and docks of Bremen Town and of Vegesack. 

This enactment, according to the Consul-General, must be 
regarded as being of considerable importance for the interests of 
shipping visiting all Bremen ports. 

The translation is as follows:—‘“ Section 9 of the regulations 
“for the Port of Bremerhaven dated 30th March, 1884, which 
“ enacts viz. :—‘The State of Bremen shall not be liable for any 
“ «damage done in the Bremen harbour districts to ships or goods 
“ “which has been caused by other ships or by persons belonging 
“ *to other ships, or by persons engaged in loading or discharging 
“ ships, or by the imperfect condition of the docks or of the har- 
“ *bour arrangements or by any other circumstances,’ shall hence- 
“ forth be extended and made applicable to the harbour and docks 
“ of Bremen town and to the docks at Vegesack-on-Weser.” 


FRANCE. 


The New York “ Journal of Commerce” of the 20th ult. states that 

New SS. Line for a new steamship line between 

Philadelphia and Europe have been perfected, 
and Philadelphia. and vessels will begin making regular trips 

P about Ist January, 1901. The French Trans- 
atlantic Steamship Company, of New York, has contracted to run 
a line of freight steamers between Philadelphia and Marseilles. 
These vessels will be kept busy for some time carrying out a 
contract for 150,000 tons of bituminous coal, purchased in 
Philadelphia for French manufactures, and to be delivered at 
Marseilies. 

The above named steamship company is arranging for permanent 
business connections with the Pennsylvania coal producers, and in 
the event of these negotiations being successful the line between 
Philadelphia and Marseilles will become a fixture, and regular 
sailings of freight and passenger steamers will follow. 


a 
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SPAIN. . 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 2nd inst. contains a Royal Order 

Railwa: suspending the previous Order of 13th ult. 

Rolling Since referred to in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 

‘ 2nd idem, p. 397), in view of the petition 

which the Railway Companies have presented to the Government, 

and authorising instead that the Government may put in force 
regulations to the following effect :— 

1, The time for loading and discharging coal, coke, minerals and 
beet-root, when the carriage of these has been undertaken accord- 
ing to special tariff providing for the loading and discharging being 
executed by the shippers or consignees respectively, to be reduced 
to 12 working hours ; 

2. That if within the 12 hours named the discharge of the 
merchandise has not been completed, the Companies are to proceed 
to carry it out themselves, on account of those concerned, without 
incurring thereby any responsibility for loss or damage, unless 
such injuries, or others, result from carelessness or bad faith on 
the part of the agent of the Company. 

3. In cases where the discharge cannot be accomplished for 
reasons beyond the will of the Companies, duly certified by the 
State Inspectors, the Companies may suspend temporarily in the 
shipping stations the despatch of merchandise of the same kind as 
that which is producing the delay at the delivering station. 

To put in force the first two regulations, three days’ notice has 
to be given in the “ Madrid Gazette,” naming the lines and stations 
where they are to be applied; the third regulation can be put in 
force at any time at the discretion of the Divisional Inspectors. 

It may be mentioned that the petition of the Railway Companies 
alluded to states, among other things, that the four companies, 
viz., the Northern, the Madrid, Zaragossa and Alicante, the 
Andalucia and Madrid, and the Caceres and Portugai have alone 
built or ordered between the national factories and those abroad, 
during the last two years, locomotives and waggons to the amount 
of nearly 28,000,000 pesetas, or over 838,000/. 


ROUMANIA. 


With reference to a notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Seeemmntetnes Journal” for the 26th July last, a despatch, 
0 Mouth of dated 20th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
en Dente Office from Colonel Trotter, Commissioner on the 
viennneel European Commission for the Navigation of the 
Danube, and H.M. Consul-General at Galatz, with reference to the 
improvement of the Polunotchnoje, i.e, Midnight or Northern 
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Channel, a project which had long been favoured by Russian 
engineers. 

This channel has now been dredged to a depth of nine feet, and 
was officially opened on Saturday, the 17th ult., in the presence of 
officials from St. Petersburg and Odessa, when the waters were 
blessed with the usual ceremony. 

The expenditure incurred has not exceeded 20,000 roubles, but a 
project exists for the permanent revetment of the canal banks and 
the further removal of the bar so as to.give a depth of 15 ft., at an 
estimated cost of 500,000 roubles, but as the main current has now 
been diverted trom the Prorva to the Northern Channel it is 
probable that increased deposits of silt will be produced in the 
latter, and that during the summer floods it will be impossible to 
maintain ‘the recently obtained depth of nine feet without frequent 
dredging. 

The work executed hitherto is purely tentative, the banks have 
not been revetted, and the decision of the Russian Government as 
to ultimately carrying out the enlarged project alluded to will be 
based on the experience gained from the results of next year’s floods. 

The Consul-General in conclusion says:—‘ I may add that in 
the opinion of the Engineers of the European Commission of the 
Danube, the Polunotchnoje Channel is not favourably placed for 
the construction of large and important works, as it is wanting in 
the one condition which has caused the great success of the 
engineering works at Sulina, nameiy a littoral current (north to 
south) perpendicular to the direction (west to east) of the river 
exit. This current carries away most of the sedimentary matter 
brought down by the river floods before it has time to deposit and 
form a bar. 

“In the case of the new Russian Channel the direction of exit 
is from south to north, and the littoral current cannot act in the 
same favourable way. The expense and difficulty of maintaining a 
deep channel will therefore be very great.” 


ii 
a 
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VICTORIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 

, General for Victoria a return showing that the 
marae sea yield of gold of the Colony of Victoria during 
November last amounted to 77,039 ozs., valued 
at 308,1561., being an increase of 1,593 ozs. as compared with the 
quantity won in the same month last year. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the office of the Agent- 
General for Queensland, the following par- 
pare a ticulars of the gold returns of that Colony fo 
’ the month of November last :— 
Ore crushed ... ... 102,300 tons. 
Total yield... das 9,500 ozs.* 
* Including 6,800 ozs. alluvial gold. 


CANADA. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) 
Gold Production of the 24th ult., the gold production of the 
of Yukon Region. Yukon region promises to show a considerable 
gain this year. In 1899 the Canadian Geo- 
logical Survey put the total amount at 3,333,000/. This year there 
are, as usual, various estimates, but the most probable, being based 
on the royalties collected by the Canadian officials at Dawson, puts 
the total for 1900 at 4,167,000/. The Klondike excitement has 
largely passed over, but ‘work is being carried on steadily and more 
carefully. Moreover, transportation facilities have been provided, 
so that machinery and necessary supplies are obtained at a reason- 
able rate. In short, operations are gradually settling down toa 
business basis on which they can be conducted for years to come. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” of the Ist inst., it 


Congress of is proposed, in view of the crisis in the Russian 


metallurgical industry, to call together a 

Tronmasters. national of! te discuss 

measures to be adopted in the interests of the Russian iron trade. 

Representatives of the metallurgical ‘industries of the South, the 

Ural, Moscow, and the Polish Provinces, will take part in the 
Congress. 
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q GREECE. 


i According to the official returns of the trade of Greece of 
q Mineral 24th ult., the exports of minerals from Greece 
Dashuction, for the first quarter of the current year included 

3,278 metric tons argentiferous lead ore; 8 tons 

galena; 90,561 tons manganiferous iron ore; 49,100 tons hematite 
iron ore; 4,515 tons calamine and 3,561 tons blende zinc ore; 


1,123 tons emery; 60,918 tons miscellaneous— chrome ore, 


manganese ore, magnesite, alum earth and kaolin. 

It is stated in the New York “ Engineeringand Mining Journal ” 
of the 24th ult. that several Belgian companies have been formed 
to start in the beginning of 1901: that an iron mine (55 per cent. 
metallic) situated in the. Peloponnesus, at Hermione, and of an area 
of nearly 3,000 acres, has just been sold for 20,0001. to a Belgian 
who is now working it: and that two very important mines, 

; covering an area of nearly 5,000 acres, are reported to have been 
discovered in the province of Thessalia, at a distance of two-and- 
a-half miles from the Thessalian Railway main line. One of these 
is a deposit of iron and copper pyrites, the other a deposit of 
iron ore. A discovery of cinnabar is also reported near the same 


locality. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 8th inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 268, 10d. 
Oats — 


For further particulars see P. 604. 


A statement is published on p. 605, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

Prod imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural mce. week ended the 8th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 
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RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia, in a recent report to 
the Foreign Office, refers to an article in the 


R rt Commercial and Industrial Gazette,” of St. 
by age Petersburg, on the subject of the manufacture 


and quality of Russian export butter, much of 
which now reaches the British market. 


The Russian organ says that to find the desired market for 


Russian butter abroad, more care must be given to the quality of 
the article exported. The foreign buyer is more exacting than is 
imagined in Russia, and his valuation finer, while the quality of 
Russian butter is far from what it should be. The writer of the 
article goes on to say, “If we wish to come out winners in this 
peaceable competition we must do away with our old-fashioned 
dairy ways, accompanied as they are with intolerable dirt every- 
where and in everything, with miserable appliances, with perfect 
ignorance of the simplest manufacturing axioms, and with random 
and hand to mouth habits. We must follow the example of our 
neighbours, and avail ourselves of all that science and experience 
can teach for the improvement of our produce, more especially with 
reference to the influence of bacteria.” The British Commercial 
Agent states that the above references to Russian butter in the 
official journal are mild in comparison with the descriptions of the 
conditions of Siberian butter-making which appear from time to 
time in the Siberian press. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A Java correspondent of the “ Straits Budget” states that the 

Colonial Museum at Haarlem, in its last annual 

Cocoanut Milk. report, has raised the question whether a market 

could be created for preserved cocoanut milk. 

As thousands of tons of dried cocoanut (copra) are annually 

shipped, the milk of which is thrown away when collecting the 

kernels, hundreds of gallons of cocoanut milk are wasted for want 

of a proper method of preserving it. It has been suggested that 

by adding a slight quantity of salicylic acid the fresh milk in air- 
tight bottles would prove to retain its qualities. 


ITALY. 


According to a correspondent of the “Journal de la Chambre de 
Seehadiien of Commerce de Constantinople” of 24th ult., the 
os yg production of almonds in Sicily this year will 
meres only be about 25,000 packages as compared with 


75,000 packages for 1899, which is about the average for the 
preceding years. 


| 
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At Bari on the mainland the production has decreased from 
100,000 packages in 1899 to 15,000 in 1900. A large quantity of 
almonds have been found completely empty, and it is estimated 
that, from this cause, there will be a loss of 10 per cent. on the crop 
gathered. 

The extraordinarily high price is maintained. A slight fall 
was caused a short time ago by the arrival at Catania of 500 
packages of almonds from Morocco, but the decrease was only 


temporary. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 6th inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. 107,197, and the number imported during the 
: 49 weeks ended the 6th inst., was 3,210,822. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 6th 
inst., 35,733 bales, and for the 49 weeks, 369,681. 
For farther details see p. 602. 


The values of the fish returned as landed on the coasts of the 
. .,. British Isles during the month of November, 
Fishery Statistics. 1900, were as follow :-— 


£ 
English and Welsh Coasts ... - ost 779,823 
Trish Coasts ... 26,030 


Detailed Statistics as regards England and Wales will be found 
on p. 608, as regards Scotland on p. 609, and as regards Ireland 
on p. 610. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 

Ali during November was 9,998. ' 

eons Detailed statistics of alien immigration will 
Immigration. be found on p. 611. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England during 
Ban! the month of November last was 411 as com- 
pared with 343 during November, 1899. 


During the first eleven months of the current 
year 4,057 receiving orders were gazetted against 3,775 in the 
corresponding period of 1899. 
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With reference to the notice on p, 253 of the “Board of Trade 
Rxhibition of for Ist November last, the Board of 
Trade have received a notification from the 
trati Secretary of the Board of Education, at South 
Mlustration, Kensington, to the effect that it has been 
decided to open the exhibition of modern illustration on Monday, 
7th January next, in the galleries of the Indian Section of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington. A private view 
will be held on Saturday, 5th January, 1901. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, during 

the month of November, 1900, passed the 

mr rer er examination provided for in the 11th Section of 

the Weights and Measures Act, 1899 :—John 

P t McCully, Kilmarnock ; Charles Edward Oldham, 

Northamptonshire (Northern Division); Alfred Arthur Spencer, 
Worcestershire. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Pioneer Mail” (Allahabad) of 2nd ult. states that Y” 

: Committee appointed by the Government o 

opr India will need during the ensuing cold season 

in in Calcutta to discuss the question of the 

- establishment of agricultural banks in India. 

The immediate object of the conference is to arrange an organisation 

in the Punjab to lend funds to peasant proprietors to tide them 

over the boycott expected from the sowars when the recently passed 

Punjab Land Alienation Bill comes into operation. The question 

of the establishment of agricultural banks in other parts of India 
will also be discussed. 


The “ Indian Import and Export Trades Journal” for October last, 
: publishes the following particulars of the 

— ee ~ of manufactures, trade and industry of Sylhet (an 
_— important district in Assam, with a population 

of over 2,000,000), taken from the report of the Deputy-Com- 
missioner. It appears that tea and lime are almost the only 
manufactured articles of great commercial value produced in the 
Sylhet district for export. Next in order come the industries of 
tea-box and mat and basket-making; but the business of limestone 
burning for the manufacture of lime, with stone brought from the 
Khasi Hills quarries is one of the most important industries in the 
district. It is confined to the Sunamgan} sub-division. It is a 
curious fact that the burnt lime weighs heavier than the stone 
from which it has been produced, so that there is an actual 
economy in carriage in transporting the limestone to its destination 
unburnt. The ordinary domestic manufactures of the weaver, 
potter, carpenter, worker in brass and copper, goldsmith and black- 
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smith are carried on as elsewhere in India, but attain no special 
excellence, although some tasteful articles of inlaid iron work are 
turned out in South Sylhet, and fine cotton cloths are woven in 
Laskarpur in Habiganj. Some of the coloured cloths woven by 
Manipuri women are also worthy of mention. Lac toys and orna- 
ments and ivory work were at one time specialities in Sylhet, but 
the former industry is declining, and the latter practically extinct. 

A noteworthy industry of the place, although on a small scale, 
is the manufacture of attar, from a resinous substance known as 
agar found in the wood of a forest tree. The attar sells at a high 
figure, and is exported to Calcutta, and even, it is said, to Arabia, 
the perfume being highly valued. A less attractive manufacture, 
- but one of higher commercial value, is the growing fish oil industry 
in the Sunamganj and Habiganj subdivisions. This oil is obtained 
from the fish caught in the dry season in such enormous quantities 
in that low-lying country. It is exported to Calcutta. 


NATAL. 

The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
General for Natal, statistics showing the value 
og ine of the trade of that Colony for the nine months 
ended 30th September, 1900, as compared with 

the corresponding period of 1899. 
The following tables show the value of the imports and exports 
of the principal and other articles into and from Natal during the 

periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports. 
Nine Months Nine Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 30th ended 30th 
September, 1899. | September, 1900. 
Provisions of all kinds (ineludes butter, cheese. 638,000 563,000 
coffee raw, condensed milk, confectionery, 
meats, rice, sugar, ted, alcoholic 
Corn, &c. (flour, maize, oats, + ace 252,000 366,000 
Cotton manufactures... be 86,000 56,000 
Linen oe ove 7,000 10,000 
Haberdashery and millinery nee 347,000 268,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) au 286,000 276,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 230,000 147,000 
saddlery and harness). 
Metals ‘and metal manufactures (includes 670,000 440,000 
machinery). 
All other articles of merchandise _— ne 1,144,000 1,551,000 
Total merchandise ap 3,734,000 3,707,000 
Stores for Government and railway material.. 283,000* 416,000+ 
Bullion and specie ene ove one is 523,000 456,000 
Grand total, Imports 4.540.000 | 4,579,000 


* Including stores and railway material for Transvaal Government, 13,000/. 
¢ Including coal valued at 50,000/. 
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Exports of Colonial Produce. 


Nine Months Nine Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 30th | ended 30th 
September, 1899. | September, 1909. 
& 
Sugar eee eee eee eee eee eee 107,000 77,000 
Wool oe ove 471,000 34,000 
Hides and skins ... ove sou 58,000 19,000 
Grain (includes maize, millet, 3,000 14,000 
Tobacco (all kinds) 13,000 
Tea.. 6,000 | 9,000 
All other articles of merchandise ae ose 60,000 | 44,000 
Total merchandise pm 892,000 | 273,000 
, Specie eee eee eee ose 26,000 208,000 
Grand total, Exports 2,732,000 739,000 


* Less than 1,000/. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports and exports 
of the Northern Territory of South Australia 


a during the first six months of 1900, is com- 
Territory in 1900. piled from figures published in the issues of 
—— the “South Australian Government Gazette ” of 


2nd August and 18th October last :— 


Countries. Imports. Exports. 
£ & 
United Kingdom ose 14,607 9,315 
British Colonies— 
South Australia one 19,989 12,507 
Victoria eee ose see 684 33.340 
New South Wales 14,218 2,047 
Queensland ... ose ose 2,801 1,371 
Hong Kong ... ove 12,640 1,928 
Total on abe Py 50,860 51,458 
Foreign Countries— 
Germany ... ose ove 56 
Macassar ove eee pom 105 
Total 584 297 
Grand total oi cae £ 66,051 61,070 


= 
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TASMANIA. 

The following table showing the value of the imports into, and the 

ae exports from, the Colony of ‘Tasmania, also the 
1960, duties collected at the several ports and sub- 
ports, during the nine months ended 30th 
September last, as compared with the corresponding period of the 
previous year, is taken from the official “ Hobart Gazette” for 
6th October last :— 


First nine months of 
1899. 190u, 

& & 
Imports. ... bee 1,328,535 1,514,249 
Exports... aby 1,728,311 1,935,773 
Total trade — £) . 3,056,846 3,450,013 

| 

Customs Duties ... 320,383 848.715 


FRENCH GUIANA. 
According to the latest issue of the “ Feuille des Renseignements 
de l’Office Colonial,” the value of the imports 


For es Minto French Guiana from various countries was 
as in 1899 :— 
From France... 8,801,000 francs, 
» French Colonies .. 888,000 _,, 
British Guiana ... 1,118,000 .,, 
» Dutch Guiana ... 60,000 
» Other Countries ... 912,000 


Total 


The above total shows an increase of 1,562,000 (62,4301.) 
as compared with 1898. 
Amongst the imported were :— 


Francs 12,100, 
£484, 


“Flour bbe bee value 1,139,000 francs. 
Preserved meat ... 495, ‘000 


The value of the exports from French Guiana in 1899 amounted 
to 6,844,000 francs (274,000/.), and of this total 6,349,000 francs 
(254, 0002.) represented the value of native gold exported, the whole 
-of which went to France. 


GERMANY. 
The Board of Trade have received, threugh the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch dated 28th ult. from H.M. Consul- 


se ond ee General at Hamburg enclosing a description of 
at Rembabe. ‘the new Hamburg-Harbour House and Hospital. 


This is a public establishment erected close to 


Note.—Franc = 96d. 
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the Harbour by the eomig ee Authorities, more especially for the 
treatment of casual cases of disease and injury of an accidental or 
violent nature occurring in the harbour and in the public thorough- 
fares of the town, as well as for the disinfection and cleansing of 
indigent persons, and for the reception and post mortem examina- 
tion of dead bodies, and for sundry other purposes. 

A more detailed description of the hospital can be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 
An “American railway with steam traction ” is under construction 
between Valenca and Monsdo, and an order 
Railway Building. appeared in the “ Lisbon Gazette” of 1st inst. 


approving the Vignole Rail proposed by the 
concessionaires subject to certain conditions relating to the upkeep 
of the roadway. +8 


ITALY. 

According to a commmmication from the French Consul in Milan 

Exhibition at published in the “ Journal Officiel ” of the 30th 

Milan. ult., an international exhibition of dogs and 

poultry, to which will be annexed sections 

relating to fishing, hunting and photography, will be held at Milan 

in May next, under the patronage of the Lombardy Association of 
Journalists. 

The offices of the executive committee are situated at No. 8, 


Via Borgogna, Milan, where requests for information, &c., should be 
addressed. 


UNITED STATES. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Census Bulletin 
' recently issued by the United States Govern- 
a ee of ment, which gives the aggregate population of 
Hawaii according to the census taken on Ist 
June, 1900. 


The first census of the Hawaiian Islands was taken in 1832, 
and was followed by enumerations of the population in 1836, 1850, 
1853, and 1860. 

The following table shows the population of Hawaii at various 
periods of six years, beginning with 1878:—:_- 


Census Years. Population. 
1884 ... cop ane 80,578 


BZ 
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i, Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 

. Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the United 
| Kingdom during the Month and Eleven Months ended 30th November, 
} 1900, compared with the corresponding period of the year 1899. 


| Month ended 30TH Novemper. 
| I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries anv British Possessions. 
Month ended 


0th Ni 
| 30th November. I y ? 
1900. | 1899, 
£ £ £ 
Animals, living food) .. 733,430 | 576,889 | 156,541 
A) Articles of food and drink, 
| duty free 16,308,279 |14,862,986 | 1,415,293 ~ 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
tiable 2,924,874 | 2,787,304 137,570 
III. Metals .. 2,972,915 | 2,254,247 | 718,668 
IV. Chemicals, dyestufts ‘and tanning 
substances 400,357 418,903 18,546 
A. 1,102,777 | 875,679 | 227,098 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
factures 10,170,972 | 7,130,831 | 3,040,141 _ 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. ii 5,171,637 | 5,178,602 — 6,965 
VIII. Manufactured articles sae ee | 7,622,859 | 7,719,748 _ 97,3889 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... 1,781,801 | 1,858,278 126,977 
Parcel post ... :115,399 | 105,736 9,663 
Total value... «49,733,780 44,244,877 | 5,488,919 


. II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living ies 77,104 95,769 — 18,665 
IL. Articles of food and drink . ee | 1,469,598 | 1,350,430 119,168 _ 
III, Raw materials ee 8,871,418 | 2,350,353 | 1,521,065 ~ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,135,919 | 8,204,551 _ 68,632 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- . 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 4,013,752 354,351 
(C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,686,964 | 1,805,658 _ 118,694 
a Ships, New (not registered as . 
tish) 591,583 | 1,830,821 a 1,239,238 


“Apparel “and articles of per- 


"Chemicals “and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 707,079 780,713 73,634 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 8,227,428 | 3,166,354 61,074 — 
(H.) Parcel post 294,056 | 223,107 | 70,949 om 


904,099 | 750,432] 153,667; — 


Total value ... [24,624,649 24571000 | 52,709 


Exports oF Foreign anp Propvuce. 


£ £ 
Total value ... 5,013,255 | 5,169,512 156,257 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom—continued. 
Eleven Months enpep 30TH NovemsBer. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries ann British Possessions. 


Eleven months ended 
30th November. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1900, 1899, 
£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) ... 8,882,019) 8,861,884) 20,185 
IL. of food an 
..-162,488,894|154,842,782| 7,640,612 
(By “of food drink, 
Tobacco, dutiable .. 4,390,295) 5,136,309 746,014 
III. Metals . 80,205,572] 25,820,651) 4,384,921 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, “and ‘tanning 
‘substances eco eve 5,150,837] 5,363,564 213,627 
VL materials for textile manufac- 
.-| 68,028,250] 59,038,004| 8,990,246 = 
Vil. materials for sundry industries| 
and manufactures ... -| 60,980,635) 52,311,740) 8,618,895 
VIII. Manufactured articles 85,775,963] 84,480,904) 1.295,059 
IX, (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... 15,170,961] 14,468,191) 702,770 
(B. Parcel post eee 1,066,762 1,064,091 2,671 
Total value... 477,275,947 1444,339,264| 32,936,683 


II. Exports or BritisH anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living oes 
II. Articles of food and ro 


(A.) Yarns and textile f fabrics eee 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery) 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 
(D.) Faw new (not registered as 


iti 
Apparel and articles of ‘personal 


) ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ° 

(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufa . 

(H.) Parcel post 


eee eee eee 


«18,027,708 
..| 7,750,831 
9,475,471 


ctured ...|32,607,224 


£ 
843,813 


93,600,669 
42,335,005 


8,550,085 


2,656,642 


924,191 
11,548,272 
24,003,893 
91,194,199) 


36,811,868 
18,057,868 


8,562,922) 
8,841,186 
8,199,268 


32,245,762 
2,232,729) 


£ 


874,351 
14,565,375 
2,406,470 
5,528,187 


684,285 
850,817 


1,861,462 
423,913 


£ 
$0,378 


30,165 
812,091 


Total value 


| 
267, $0,804 24, 62,158 


IJI. Exports or Foreign anp Cotontat Propvce. 


Total value... 


£ £ 
58,042,682 |59,393,658 


£ 
1,350,976 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 49 Weeks ended 6th December, 1900. 


Week ended | 49 Weeks ended 
6th December, | 6th December, 
1900, 1900. 


Amertcan ... ooo 


East Indian ne 
Miscellaneous 

Total 
American... 
Brazilian ... 
East Indian 
Egypuan... 


Miscellaneous ... 


Total 


IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
88,603 2,589,684 
238 117,843 
2,115 76,102 
15,486 360,415 
755 66,778 
107,197 3,210,822 
EXxPoRTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
29,203 235,809 
299 12,682 
1,295 35,805 
4,743 75,173 
193 10,212 
35,733 369,681 


| 
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Cotton Returns—continued. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Eleven Months ended 30th November, 1900, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1899. 


Monto or NOVEMBER. 


ELEVEN MONTHS ENDED 
30TH NOVEMBER, 


1900, 1899. 1900, | 1899. 
IMPORTS. 
American sae. 574,295 813,667 2,496,374 2,455,871 
Brazilian 6,562 8, 5x2 117,605 10,414 
East Indian... owe 6.358 907 74,133 76,511 
Feyptian ae 57,799 76,064 334,583 895,837 
Miscellaneous ... 5,777 4,907 66,028 56,246 
ae 650,786 404,127 | 8,088,668 2,994,879 
| 
Exports, 
American 200 ooo 26,775 22,772 203,883 | 842,780 
Brazilian 279 1,600 11,883 7,780 
Fast Indian... 2.995 1155 | 34,510 || 9,953 
Egyptian 5.851 10,3894 | 70,413 28,825 
Miscellaneous 758 1,670 || 10,019 | 8,441 
86,658 37,591 | 880,708 | 502,279 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American ore 807,573 259,702 2,272,305 2,490,002 
Rrazilian 4,478 113,768 24,979 
Fast Indian rT 2,502 1,142 | 15,802 14,595 
Egyptian ooo 33,198 44,824 296,913 275,137 
Miscellaneous ... . 5,248 6,675 62,723 71,557 
or 354,000 316,816 | 2,761,511 2,877,270 
FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American. een. 000 162 381 | 3,413 8,729 
Miscellaneons 1 972 151 
| 
Total ... 163 381 | 8,785 3,880 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
8th December, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1832. 


ao Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee eee ove ove oe 53,450 7 26 10 
Barley ove 169,149 6 25 
Oats ... ooo 20,618 4 17. «4 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Corre- 
nding 
eek in 


| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
| 


Wheat, Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats, 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. d, 
1896 «| 66,639 5 /144,386 5 15,944 4 32 2 25 4 | 16 8 
1897 «| 65,817 5 (148,981 0 17,181 7 || 33 9 26. 0 16 6 
1898 ee.| 70,306 7 (152,456 7 | 20,354 1 27 6 28 6 17 3 
1899 e-| 80,982 4 (174,207 0 | 21,421 7 25 7 25 10 16 5 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial —_— for every bushel of bariey, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United 


Kingdom in the week ended 


8th December, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week ‘of the previous year. 


er Week ended | Correspond- 
8th Dec., ing week 
1900 in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number 8,851 11,752 
Sheep and lambe.. 5,492 10,264 
Swine eee eee eee oe ” — = 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef wee eee ose ose eee Owts, 75,410 94,415 
Mutton eee eee ” 73,404 83,608 
or — 
Cwts, 88,421 96,733 
Beef 2,857 3,352 
Hams eee oo oon ” 41,458 34,146 
Pork eee eee 8,271 3,927 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh -.. 9 11,932 9,303 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than bysalting 15,764 9,406 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
argarine oe oe oe oe ” 16 2,8 54 
Cheese eee eee eee 88,205 57,789 
Milk, condensed ... ass n 18,860 18,672 
Milk’ and cream, fresh or preserved, 
than condensed 671 289 
ovo} dr, 421,446 827,791 
Poultry” an and game Value £ 18,451 23,276 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) <.. Cwts. 12,864 16,978 
on, grain, meal and flour :— 
| Cwts, 1,170,500 1,248,800 
Barley... ove ose ove ” 401,100 000 
ts ove ove ” 248,800 457,700 
Peas one eee eee ” 63,000 94,000 
Maize or Indian corn 1,001,800 1,473,000 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts, Bushels, 
Apricots and peaches* eee eee 1900. — 
Bananas* ... eco ooo Bunches, 26,094 _ 
. Cwts, Bushels. 
Cherries ... ove eve 
Currants* ... ooo eee 
rapes... oe 778 1,315 
... eco ove 1900. 395,412 
Pears ate 43959 2,548 
Plums eee eee eee eee 
Strawberries* eee eee eee 
Hay eee eee eee Tons, 1,449 4,064 
Ops ... Owta, 7,243 5,491 
Vegetables, raw :— 
nions eee oo oo one eee Bushels. 11 1,699 149,581 
Potatoes Cwts, 221,698 « 66,420 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted’ in the under-mentioned 
~ Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 


Eleven Months 


November. ended November. 
1900, | 1899, | 1900. | 1899, 
No. No. No, No. 
Total gazetted oss 411 343 4,057 8,775 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
23 21 270 259 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c..... 27 22 256 276 
22 15 165 135 
14 8 156 138 
Decorators, soba plumbers, &c, ace il 5 116 89 
. Boot and shoe manufacturers and datum ies 8 9 102 93 
Bakers bee 6 19 92 111 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c, 3 89 19 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... 9 7 68 61 
Agents, commission and dau oes 10 4 67 49 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. .... web Ss 5 3 58 39 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ...  «.. 5 4 55 54 
Carpenters and joiners... 4 52 32 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen oui hie cos 6 5 49 37 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers 3 3 44 41 
Clerks, commercial and general ... ons eee 5 6 44 48 
Provision merchants, &c. ... 5 2 42 82 
Confectioners ode 10 2 41 35 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, ot straw 

dealers . 2 2 39 28 
Jewellers, watchmakers, 

&c. ove 5 88 43 
Furniture 5 J 36 22 
Engineers and founders, 3 3 35 47 
Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... 3 385 16 
Auctioneers ooo 2 7 83 387 
Cabinet makers and saniaiiions, own. ase 4 1 82 19 


| | 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued.. 


November. November. 
1900. 1899. 1900. 1899. 
tions—continued : 

Printers and publishers .., 8 2 81 25 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 3 81 33 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ooo 4 5 80 21 
2 3 29 26 
Ironmongers ooh ote 2 1 29 15 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 1 8 28 20 
Lodging-house keepers... ... see 4 2 26 21 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, ove 6 25 25 
Merchants, general... eee ove ose ows 1 2 22 24 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ote a = 3 22 24 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses  ... 2 2 21 14 
Gardeners, florists, ... 4 8 21 24 
Saddlers and harness maker8s 1 2 20 19 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 2 2 20 23 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, soo 8 2 20 16 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ... 2 - 20 13 
2 Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 1 18 22 
Carriage, &c., builders 8 18 16 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 2 3 17 18 
Brokers, stock and share 3. 1 16 7 
Millers ove 1 8 15 22 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c, ... 3 i 15 14 
Contractors oad too ese 2 14 17 
Officers ih Army. 1 1 14 13 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 1 - 14 14 
Wine and spirit merchants, fc... 1 1 13 12 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, a 3 3 13 16 
Cattle and pig dealers’ ... 1 12 10 
Architects and surveyors ... eee vee i 1 12 21 
j Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 1 1 10 a 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants oes 2 1 9 13 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... ove 5 8 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... ss _ 1 5 15 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 
Statement of the Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the EneuisH and Weis Coasts from the fishing 
unds during the Month and Eleven Months ended 30th 
ovember, 1900, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1899. 
Eleven Months ended 
November. November. 
1900. | 1899. 1900. | 1899. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ... 1,495 3,250 28,761 426 
Total prime fish ... ove eee eee 15,970 17,469 172,937 194,769 
P 
204,553 |) 2,256,207 | 2,429,897 
Halibut 8,519 7,117 133,702 123,492 
17,869 8,087 46,122 17,577 
108,665 | 91,326 |] 1,106,785 | 1,046,926 
7,897,536 | 7,951.331 
Shell fish :— 0. °. 0. 
65,321 117,181 || 5,113,536 | 4,860,510 
Lobsters 5,203 8,340 651,243 787,125 
3,910,000 | 4,288,000 || 33,053,000 | 34,157,000 
: Cwts. 
Other shell fish ace 61,630 62,351 486,099 506,092 
VALvE. 
£ & 
Brill 4,791 5,009 52,150 51,960 
Turbot y 20,051 229,383 238,05 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ... 3.578 10,127 101,168 119,432 
Total primefish 78,578 85,038 || 903,132 930,870 
37,871 36,216 429,651 372,391 
6,480 3304 22,640 22,608 
8 5,737 2,685 11,047 6,015 
Total | «746,946 | 701,849 || 6,064,864 | 5,837,259 
Shell fish :— 
Other shellfish 12°945 141,667 | 132°993 
32,877 32,058 || 339,602 350,138 
Total value of fishlanded,.. ...  ...| 779,823 733,907 6,404,466 | 6,187,390 
Norx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The val 
are the actual values returned »y the local officers at each place. — 
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Fishery Statistics.—Scotland. 

Statement of the Tota, Quantity and of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Scorrish Coasts during the Month and 
Eleven Months ended 30th November, 1900, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1899. 

Eleven Months ended 
November. November. 
1900. 1899, | 1900. | 1899. 
| QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 

Soles amen Soles) 1,382 1,984 19,526 21,761 

25,518 27,406 409,774 $82,161 

Eel (Conger) 1,868 907 13,957 14,502 

Haddock 76,013 70,682 690,786 712,066 

804 527 25,088 22.328 

20, ae ee 180,703 68,408 || 3,495,981 | 3,191,658 

4,4 2,480 152, 151,971 

Mackerel ove 6,868 5,560 

Saith (Coal Fish) ... ove wad 2,470 3,126 87,384 98,814 

Torek (Tusk) 378 374 9,512 10,761 

Whitin 6,718 4,576 67,977 51,652 

ish not separate! distinguished, shell 
fish. y except 8,156 5,268 58,889 2,574 
198,391 || 5,212,567 | 5,002,710 
Shell fish :— No. No. Ni 
150,650 634,715 | 2,962,920 
45,745 51,064 639,624 617,067 
Oysters 169,750 53,470 671, 400,947 
Cwts. Cc 8 
Mussels 12,398 16,406 130,222 142,258 
Othershellfish 3,071 | 3,554 54,053 53.087 
VALuE. 
£ & & £ 
Soles (Lemon 3,130 $,023 38,922 43,885 
1,056 1,475 16,954 17,653 
14,885 || 189,448 | 205.569 

Eel (Conger) 986 425 7,351 7,370 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,047 7,819 100,151 92,508 

aw) an! 1,761 1,124 "49,243 "48.269 

Baith (Coal Fish) 425 452 11,677 11,868 

3,138 2,517 31/936 28,308 

sh not separa ‘distinguished except shell 
pare 3,848 1,550 21,952 16,745 
127,000 98,100 2,209,258 | 2,091,982 

Shell fish s— 
ams 102 129 740 1,391 
Mussels wee 741 898 6,943 7,973 
Other shell fish ... eos ove ove pad 819 962 13,835 14,723 
Total 5,296 5,155 71,875 75,261 
Total value of fish landed... ..  ... 132,206 103,255 2,280,633 | 2,167,243 
Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Fishery Statistics—lIreland. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned 
‘as landed on the Irish Coasts. during the Month and Eleven 
Months ended 30th November, 1900, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1899. 


Eleven Months ended 
November, | November. 
J 
1900. 1899. | 1900. | 1899. 
QUANTITY. 


Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 


Soles ove eee 400 336 4,569 3,120 
Turbot | 4. 128 123 || 1,366 1,418 
Total prime fish 528 459 5,935 4,538 

ooo ove ove ove oon 1,940 2,686 31,558 31,101 
Haddock on bee 1,016 1,546 11,56 14,855 
Hake... ° ove 2,790 3,411 14,384 14,516 
Herrings ove 48,037 69,979 203,353 265,352 
ooo eve one we ose 405 iH, 16,188 
8 iting ese eee 13; 2,352 2,783 


Fish not separately distinguished, ‘shell fish 2,925 | 31958 || 42,609 | 52,377 
Total ooo ose ove ove ove 64,200 91,618 573,471 971,529 


No, No. 

Crabs ... one ovo ose 90 459 =|), 201,674 143,715 
Lobsters... soo soo 2,113 2,744 284,261 309,303 
Oysters one] 20,900 | 131,600 || 196,690 12,370,000 
Cwts Cwts. Crts Cwts. 


Othershell fish | 1,503 || 19,717 | 16,801 


VALUE. 
Turbot 407 473 4,396 4,996 
e 

Total prime fish 1,526 1,558 17,696 17,102 
Cod 1,267 1,274 17,556 15.856 
1,077 1,430 10,676 12.537 
liake ee <a 1,650 1,667 8,234 7,278 
Herrings iste 12,702 11,964 65,423 59,700 
Ling. 4 212 334 8,119 
Mackerel it 3,773 3,318 105,229 | 169,371 

Whiting 663 650 8.053 7,130 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shellfish 2,524 1,909 26,973 | 29,088 

486 295 ||. 6,130 3,030 
Total value of fish landed ... ... | 26,030 |, 24,661 || 281,099 | 340,815 


wih aitnctiaainaatie actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Return of the Number o 


Alien Immigration—November, 1900. 
f Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the United 


Kingdom during the Month and Eleven Months ended 30th November, 1900, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the previous year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Sottense? Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental Total. 
100. | 1899, 190. 1899. 100. 180. | 100. | 1899, | 1900. | 1899. | 1900. | 1899. 
Month ended 30th November. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other | 
places out of the United | 
Kingdom :* | 
Arrived at London oe} 1,320, 1,262 781 350 115 76 ia 537 465) 2,753) 2.153 
Grims 525 412 49 5 | 44 39 623 467 
ee Hull .. oes 117, 143 131 26 83 103) one 14 159 525 431 
Tyne P 49 47 40, 189) 218 249} 
Newhaven ... Sod | 1,033 695) .... 1,033 695 
Other ports ... 48 16 12 95 475 642 
Total ... -...| 2107, 1,952) 1,120, 503; 491/458’ 1,462) 1,408; 6,213| 45,016 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby eee 9 31 358 204 393 428; eos 165 123 925 786 
” Hartlepool, } 
Hull ... ese 158: lll 294 5 576 1,000) 1,676) 2,163) 2,368 
Other ports . 1 101 74 28 555 429 684 541 
Total ..| 167, 143) 762} ‘1,186, 1,081! 1,720|" 2,239| 3,785] 3,708 
Total of Aliens en route and | 
of not stated | 
en route to America or other | | 2,274 2,095) 1,882 788) 1,627; 1,499 1,033 695) 3,182) 3,647 998 p 
Eleven months ended 30th November. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America or other 
laces out of the United 
i m :* | | 
Total No.... | 28,748 20,326) 10,218) 7,570, 7,192) 6,727) 12,486) 9,509’ 19,118) 16,180) $72,762! 260,312 
Aliens en route to America { 
or other places out of the | 
United Kingdom : | 
Total No... ...| 1,800} 1,617} 9.618} 3,548 22,495! 16,956]. 35,760} 25,378) 69,673) 47,499 
Total of Aliens en route and | | 2 i | 
of Aliens not stated to be | | me 
en route to America or other | )25,548 21,943! 19,836, 11,118) 29,687) 23,683) 12,486) 9,509 54,878) 41,558) 142,435 107,811 
laces out of the United | | 
3° | | 


* The distinction made in this Keturn between * Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other nlaces out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “‘ Aliens en reute to America, §c.,” ix due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirabie 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to thi» 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 163, 
Sess. 1900, and Monthly Seaton Returns.) 

t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Snag Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists received 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers cnd persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not enroute to places out 
of the United Kingdom inthe month of November, 1900, was 1,282 and 1,099 in the same month of 1899; in the eleven months 
ended November, 1900, the number was 13,912 and in the same months of 1899 the number was 12,390. 
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Foreign Trade of British India. 
Imports into British India from Foreign Countries. 


Six Months, Ist April to 
30th Sep 


tember. 
Increase, Decrease. 
1899, 1900. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... ooo 8,41,963 22,15,245 13,73,282 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Dagar .. ooo :1,21,68,219 2,39,96,488 1,18,33,269 
Other articles... ove 2.36,47,341 3,09,°6,638 72,79,297 
IlI.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 76,56,484 86,94,283 10,37,799 
Metals... | 2,10,94,876 2,88,72,589 77,77,713 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,28,75,573 1,02,77,907 ove 25,97,666 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) ooo | 1,77,56,020 64,453,659 1,13,12,361 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
ning materials .., ove eee 98,20,429 95,98,858 ovo 2,21,571 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 1,26,48,995 1,39,20,410 12,71,415 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles oe 1,52,16,953 1,58,05,840 5,88,887 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... ove 1,18,33,125 1,16,90,479 1,42,646 
Cotton piece goods ... | 13,55,60,344 | 11,46,44,364 2,09,15,980 
Other articles ove 6,01, 72,578 5,86,89,204 14,83,374 
Total Merchandise .., | 34,25,09,157 | 33,72,20,474 52,88,683 
Gold 3,78,08,065 | 4,61,16,732 83,08,667 
Silver 5,05,51,256 | 2,18,86,231 pa 2,86,65,025 
Graxp TotTaL or Imports 43,08,68,478 | 40,52,23,437 2,56,45,041 


. 
q 
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Foreign Trade of British India—continued. | 
| 
Exports from British India to Foreign Countries. H 
Six Months, | 
lst April to 30th September. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1899. 1900. 
R R R R 
Foreign Merchandise Exported ... | 1,48,65,330 1,48,80,735 15,405 
Indian Merchandise Exported— 
L.—Animals, living 9,25,667 10,44,048 1,18,381 
i 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice ... ...  ... | 6,36,99,087 | 5,91,49,556 42,49,501 
Wheat and wheat flour... | 4,10,87,209 21,22,117 3,89,65,092 
Other articles...  ...| 2,12,86,351 1,25,40,596 87,45,755 
(II.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 11,45,585 20,37 ,068 8,91,483 
TV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
ing materials— 
Opium ... we | 3,99,57,334 4,87,48,380 87,91,066 
Other articles... sn ses 61,20,883 61,74,126 53,243 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... 5,42,20,033 3,07,68,227 2,34,51,806 
Tate... :1,98,67,008 | 9,84,86,172 40,78,204 
Oilseeds 6,40,82,056 | 5,82,03,941 58,28,115 
Other articles... | 5,25,78,762 7,05,98,755 1,80,19,993 
VII.—Articles manufactured 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... 4,13,30,397 1,49,30,920 2,63,99,477 
Cotton piece goods ... 64,23,484 75,738,118 9,49,634 
Other articles... ... | 5,78,00,681 7,46,29,278 1,68,28,597 
Total Indian Merchandise .., | 52,25,45,714 | 46,02,78,036 6, 22,67 ,678 
Gold ... ove ose eos | -1,20,21,347 2,19,66,003 99,44,656 
Silver eco 2,58,51,304 1,41,01,472 ose 1,17,49,832 
Granp Tora. or Exports .,, | 57,52,83,695 51,12,26,246 6,40,57 ,449 
Cc 


q 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of November, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in October ; 
Fair Wages in Public Contracts; Amendment of German Accident 
Insurance Law; Wages of Agricultural Labourers from 1850 to 
1899; Labour Disputes in France in 1899; Profit Sharing in 
1899 by Co-operative Societies, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Statistical Abstract for the several Colonial and other Possessions 
of the United Kingdom in each year from 1885 to 1899. [Cd. 307.] 
Price 1s. 4d. 


This is the 37th number of this Abstract, which is issued 
annually by the Commercial, Labour, and Statistical Department 
of the Board of Trade, and contains summaries of the more 
important figures relating to the finances, trade, shipping, agri- 
culture, population, railways, &c., of the British Colonies. It also 
includes a statement of the rates of import duty levied in the 
Colonies on the principal articles of trade, e.g., yarns and textiles, 
metals and manufactures thereof, earthenware, leather, wines, beer 
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Government Publications. 


and spirits, tobacco, stationery, &c. An Appendix contains 
statistics relating to Cyprus and other dependent and protected 
states and territories. 


Boiler Explosions. Report to the Secretary of the Board of Trade 
upon the working of the Boer Explosions Acts, 1882 and 1890, with 
Appendices. [Cd. 302.] Price 24d. 

During the period to which this report relates, i.e., the 12 
months ended 30th June last, 59 preliminary enquiries and 13 


formal investigations into the circumstances attending boiler. 


explosions were held under the provisions of the Boiler Explosions 
Acts. The number of persons killed in 1899-1900 was 24, and 
the number injured 65; the average for the last 18 years being 29 
killed and 61 injured. The period 1899-1900 includes one excep- 
tionally serious case, seven persons having been killed and one 
injured by an explosion at Sheffield in November, 1899. 


Board of Education. Report on Technical and Commercial 
Education in East Prussia, Poland, Galicia, Silesia, and Bohemia, 
by James Baker, F.R.G.S. (Cd, 419.] Price 6d. 


This Report has been prepared for the Board of Education as a 
record of impressions formed on a journey undertaken at the 
request of the Board, on the subject of the progress of technical 
and commercial education in East Prussia, Poland, Galicia, Silesia, 
and Bohemia. The Report deals with educational establishments 
in Berlin, Warsaw, Lodz, Lemberg, Breslau, Gérlitz, Trautenau, 
Turnau, Prague, Reichenberg, Dresden, Leipzig, and other towns, 
and also contains a description of the Reichenberg industrial 


museum. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) 4d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies re say 1d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ove cue 23d. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) 13d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900... ld. 
2376 Naples (1899) .. Ax 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 3a. 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) dd, P 
2380 Venice (1898-99) | 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899).. 13d. 
2384 Somali Coast ... Seid 23d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ... 2d. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . | 83d. 
2392 Curacgoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) | | 
2397 Japan (1899) . 23d, 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 
2400 Germany (1899) <1 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast st (1890) 23d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) seo ose 13d. 
2406 | Cadiz and District (1899) we | 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) ... | 
2409 Calais (1899) . 2d. 
2412 | Brest (1899) ... she 1d. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) = eee 1d. 
2414 Chicago District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... one | 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899) .. we dd, 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) | 
2419 Samoa (1899) ... ld. 
2420 Malaga (1899) = 3d. 


' 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 

No. Place, | Price. 
2423 New York (1899) we | 
2424 Batoum (1899) ooo ose lid. 
2426 Paraguay (1899) abe ose ld. 
2427 | Beira (1899) ... ed | 
2428 | Bussorah (1899) a ool 
2429 Ichang (1899) ... id. 
2430 Shashih (1899) see eos ove 4d. 
2431 Hamburg (1899) oes 5d. 
2432 Wuchow (1899) ie 14d. 
2434 Foochow (1899) oof 
2435 Nice and District (1899) 
2436 Philippine Islands ove we] 
2437 Pakhoi (1899) ove 440. 
2438 Genoa (1899) bee coo | 
2440 Pondicherry (1899) see ose ove 1d. 
2442 | Persian Gulf (1899)... 
2443 Swatow (1899) oes nes 1d. 
2445 | Bilbao (1899) wt 
2446 Dunkirk (1899) one ld. 
2450 Baden (1899) ... eae 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) ... ose 
2452 Java (1899) ... ada 
2453 Tripoli (1899) oes one 4d. 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... oe Ad. 
2455 Denmark (1899) ove eve 
2456 Bengazi (1899) eee we 1d. 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... ove 1d. 
2458 Elba (1899) _... ose ove ose ove wee 1d. 
2459 Baghdad (1899) eve 4d. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) os ee 
2463 | Honduras (1899) ooo | 
2464 Sonora (1899) ois ool 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) eee oe 
2466 Caracas (1899) ose eee ove eee 1}d, 
2467 Samshui (1899) eee 900 ld. 
2468 Salonica (1899) eee ove eve 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) eee ld. 
2470 Bahia (1899) eee ose eee eee 1d. 
2472 Algeria (1899) ove 23d. 
2473 Cuba (1899) ... one ove ote ove | 
2474 Sardinia (1899) ote one ld. 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) ... ee ase | 
2477 Erzeroum (1899) exe ove | 


i} 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place. 
2479 Argentine Republic (1899) ld, 
2480 |. Buenos Ayres(1899) ... ove 2d. 
2481 Chile (1899) . 3d, 
2482 Greece (Finances i in 1900) one | ldd, 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) ove | 2d, 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) 3d. 
2485 | French Indo-China... hd. 
2486 | Roumania (1899) aie je 2d. 
2487 Tientsin (1899) nS 3d. 
2488 | Guatemala (1899) 
2489 Bavaria (1899) 13d. 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) | Bhd, 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) poi) ae 
2492 Hawaiian Islands (1899) See 
2493 Bulgaria (1899) | 43d, 
2496 Lecce (1899) . | 234. 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) | 
2498 Society Islands (1899)... 4d. 
2501 | Kiungchow (1899)... .| 1d. 
2502 Amoy (1899) . ove ove ld. 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) ... 4 aye -| 23d. 
2505 Riga (1899)... 13d, 
2506 San Francisco (1899) ... 23d, 
2507 | Northern Portugal (1899) 13d. 
2608 | Inhambani (1899)... 43d, 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ld. 
2510 Portland (1899) ove 3d 
2511 | Corea (1899) . we | 
2512 Canton (1899) ane 1d; 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana (1899) 
2515 Belgium (1899) se 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel (1898) 
2519 Rome (1899) ... wo | 
2521 Fiume (1899) .. ave 4d. 
2522 Odessa and District (1899) 7d. 
2523 Germany (189 24d. 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary ee 2d, 
2525 | North Formosa (1899) .. aa, aan 
2526 Argentine Republic (Finances) .. ld. 
2527 Mexico (1899) - 22d 
2528 Bangkok (1899) 13d. 
2529 Sicily (1899) ... 32d. 
2530 (1897-99) lid. 
2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899- -1900) 6d. 
2532 Wurtemberg (1899-1900) 23d. 
2533 Khorassan (1899-1900) .. ld. 
2534 . Caucasus (Agriculture 1900) 1d. 
2535 St. Petersburg (1899)... 24d. 
2536 East Africa Protectorate (1899) .. 
2537 Dominican (1899) .... $d. 
2538 Uruguay (18 ld. 
2539 Vera Cruz as: 1898, RB, 1899, ‘and part of 19 0)... 2d. 


4 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
= of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. — Price, 


519 Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... eae “ve 4d. 


520 France.—Report on French Colonies ___... ove 5d. 
521 Germany.—New ~~ German Mortgage Bank Law... 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove 4d, 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
524 Ger many.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States. —Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American i 
Lakes one 2d. 
527 Tripoli. Horticulture, and ‘other Natural Re- 
sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 
ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.—Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 
Black Sea... cee ld. 
530 Brazil.—Report on the "State of Amazonas. 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 
dustry in Hungary one 13d. 
532 United States. —Mining Industry | of Colorado _— = ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway ... 33d. 
534 Belgiwm.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 
Metal, and Glass Industries... 4d. 


535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899 ...| 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail cement 


to South Africa ld, 
537 United States—Cattle Trade in Kansas ... coe oes 4d. 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia a ld, 
539 ‘apan.—Agriculture and horse and ¢attle breeding in Kago- 

shima Prefecture os 1d. 
540 Germany.—Report on Carbide of Calcium and Acetylene in 

Germany .. 2d. 
541 United States. —Report on Mining in the Butte District of 

Montana... 1d, 
542 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland for the year i 

1899 
543 Netherlands —Report on Commerce 4d. 

Treaty Series. 


The of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


l Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 4d. 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 4d. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


| 3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
| two countries 4d. 
| 4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and ‘the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg aati» the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks se 4d. 
5 Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International — ae 
of 3lst May, 1865... 4d. 
. 6 International Sanitary Convention 8d. 
7 Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 3d. 
8 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... $d. 
9 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 


Criminals ... 1d, 
10 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
% the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration ie 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries $d. 


12 Accession ae the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field id. 
13 International Convention respecting the. Liquor ‘traffic in 


Africa 
14 Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras... 
15 Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ...| 3d. 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . 4d. 
17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property hd, 
18 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom: and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settlements... ld. 
19 Convention between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c. hd. 
20 Additional Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
September, 1888, respecting the exchange of parcels by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius 4d. 
21 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam, relative 
to Taxation on Land held or owned md British a 
inSiam_... ose 4d. 


| » 
| 
| 
| No. | ——_ | Price. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports reiating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 

Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
283 Jamaica eee eee eee 4d, 
284 Lagos eee eee eee eee eee 1d, 
285 Seychelles eee eee eee eee 1d. 
286 Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
287 Straits Settlements eee eee eee eee ove 1jd. 
288 Basutoland ooo eee eee eee 3d, 
289 Niger Coast Protectorate 
290 British Guiana ee | 
291 Falkland Islands eco eee 
| 292 British New Guinea... ose | 
296 Fiji . ove eee |p 
297 Turks ‘and Caicos Islands 
298 Bahamas ose oot. | 
299 Sierra Leone ... vie sos | 24d. 
300 Gambia eee eee ove 4d, 
302 Mauritius and Rodrigues ose | 84d. 

303 Trinidad and Tobago ... ade 

304 Straits Settlements... ond 

306 Gold Coast... dvs 

Miscellaneous. 
No. Place, —_ Price. 
1 Gold Coast ... oes Economic Agriculture ... Sd. 

2 Zululand... bas Forests... 

3 Sierra Leone... ... «| Geology and Botany 

4 Canada ste ...| Emigration ste 

5 Bahamas... ..| Sisal Industry... cool 

6 Hong Kong... , ... Bubonic Plague ... 

7 Newfoundland ont ..-| Mineral Resources coal, 

8 Western Paci‘iic... ...| British Solomon Islands... wel 44d. 

9 Dominica... Agriculture - 940. 

10 Virgin Islands Condition during 1897 44d, 

11 Grenada... «| Agriculture in Carriacou 14d. 

12 Anguilla... ...| Vital Statistics, 1898 ... 

13 Cook Islands... eee], 1600 ld. 

14 Bahamas) Notes on the planting of the Pita 4d. 

Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
' demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 


information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Oolonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
. London, E.C., price 24d. 
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